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My Money Week 2016 

Read all About It! My Money Week is Here Again!

Now in its eighth year My Money Week is a national activity week for schools 

in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

The fundamental aim is to increase the quality and quantity of financial 

education for all young people across the UK, by equipping and 

enabling teachers and educators to do this. 

pfeg (part of Young Enterprise) provide free resources and support to 

creatively engage and impact on young people, with the aim of increasing 

their knowledge, skills and confidence both with financial matters and 

with important life skills.

What’s available this year?
This year we have once again donned our fedoras, 
licked our pencils and put together a scoop of a 
newspaper to be explored!
We have community focused articles, a stimulating editorial, a problem 
page full of opinions, an insightful sports page and lots more. The entire 
newspaper is aimed at young people, with these teachers’ notes providing 
ideas on how to use and extend the content. 

As well as the newspapers and teachers notes, we have also placed some polling 
questions on the My Money Week website which can be accessed at www.pfeg.
org/mymoneyweek. These questions explore students’ attitudes towards money 
in relation to some of the newspaper stories and are completely anonymous 
– we would love to hear if your pupils think that the sugar tax will make a 
difference, or if enjoying a job is more important than the amount it pays. 

If you’re taking part in this year’s My Money Week, why not let us know what 
you’re up to. You can tell the world what you’re planning or what you have 
completed by tweeting us @pfeg_org with the hashtag #MyMoneyWeek. 

continued inside...

Work, rest and play – 

the Mars way!
As British astronaut Tim Peake 

completes his tour of duty on the 

International Space Station this poses 

the question about what life might 

be like for all of us in the future.

While travelling into space for a holiday is still 

a long way off, some smart entrepreneurs are 

already taking bookings for those who want to 

be right at the front of the queue for space travel. 

As with any trip or holiday though, there 

would be plenty to consider before thinking 

about heading off into space.

Cost – at this point in time it’s going to set you 

back a penny or two, a trip on the Virgin Galac-

tic Spaceship Two costs almost £172,500, so 

you’ll need to have plenty of savings to be able 

to go.
Journey time – this depends of course on the 

type of trip taken and where it actually takes 

you; travelling to Mars would be a one way trip 

or ‘the trip of a lifetime’ as the saying goes!

Safety – Exploring space can be a risky busi-

ness but most companies will have a whole 

range of safety features to protect their passen-

gers from any accidents. 

Trip highlights – You would experience a 

magnificent view of the world as you’ve never 

seen it before, not to mention being able to turn 

weightless somersaults in the cabin!

Insurance – as a trip into space is not without 

considerable risk, this would definitely be some-

thing to buy, but it could cost at least £1000.
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Enhance your My Money Week
As well as these free resources, and the National Competition for 
Schools, there are a number of other ways we can support you 
and your pupils to develop financial capability. 

Money Matters - Pupil  Workshops

Our suite of fully interactive pupil workshops have been developed in consultation with young people and teachers, and are delivered by our highly trained staff. Individual workshops have been created for each key stage, ensuring that the financial topics covered are age appropriate and relevant. Each workshop has its own theme and is designed to develop core knowledge, skills and attitudes relating to money and money management. www.pfeg.org/services/money-matters-workshops-young-people

The Fiver Challenge 

The Fiver Challenge, supported by Virgin Money, provides a highly interactive, fun way of introducing financial literacy, resilience and teamwork in learning for primary school pupils. Pupils have 1 month from 6th June to set up a mini business and create a product or service they can then sell or deliver at a profit and engage with their local community. www.fiverchallenge.org.uk

My Money Week 
Competition 
Don’t forget the My Money Week National 

Competition for Schools also takes place 

in June – this is a great way to support 

pupils learning and engagement with 

money matters. This year we have been 

inspired by the Kingdom of Bhutan’s 

‘Gross National Happiness’ policy and 

are focusing on how we ‘value’ the 

things that make us happy.

Check out the My Money Week Competition pack which can 

be accessed at www.pfeg.org/MMWCompetition for more 

details, you’ll find lesson plans and supporting materials 

to get you started and help your pupils complete their 

competition entries for the chance to win some great prizes 

for themselves and your school! 
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to accompany the newspaper content
Suggested ideas & activities 

Use the quote from the World Futurology Society in the 

article to talk about jobs in the future and the skills we 

might need. Younger pupils could discuss the jobs that 

robots might do around school or in their local community 

and why this might be useful.

Older pupils could consider the jobs that robots might 

replace, what this might mean for humans and how we 

might earn a living in the future.

TIP: Use the job adverts on page 8 to support this 

work; would robots be able to do any of these jobs? 

Which would still need to be done by humans?

This article could also be used as the starting point for a 

piece of creative writing about what things like money and 

shopping might be like in the future, considering how the 

way we use money and the way we shop is changing e.g. 

contactless payment, online shopping etc.

Work, rest and play 
– the Mars way!
Involve pupils in a discussion about the cost of space travel; prompt 
with questions such as ‘why do they think it is so expensive?’ or 
‘will it ever be ‘affordable?’. You could ask pupils to think about 
how long it might take them to save up for a trip into space – 
would it be weeks, months or years?

Ask older pupils to plan a trip into space, including costing the 
trip and the items they think they would need to take with them. 
If you have internet access, you could visit the websites for each 
of the space travel options to find out what is included, how long 
the trip lasts etc. The big money question could be ‘Is it value for 
money?’; would the experience be worth the significant cost?
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Money can’t buy 

you happiness?

TIP: This article would make a great 

starting point for an assembly to start or 

end My Money Week. Pose questions 

such as ‘does money really make us 

happy?’ or ‘is money the only thing that 

makes us happy?’. 

Ask pupils to write a list of all the things 

that make them happy, identifying which 

are free and which have a cost? Follow up 

by thinking about our needs and wants – 

what do we really need, how do we meet 

these basic needs and why do we often 

want more than we need. What is the cost 

of our needs and wants and who pays  

for them?

TIP: A further assembly idea based on 

needs and wants can be found here 

www.pfeg.org/SpendingSavingAssembly 

Involve pupils in a discussion about life in other countries and how 
needs and wants can be different depending on circumstances.

There is also an activity which explores how our spending 
choices can affect others around the world, and the 
concept of Fairtrade on page 32 of Learning About Money 
in the Primary Classroom resource, entitled ‘Is It Fair’  
www.pfeg.org/learningaboutmoney

TIP: Use the Volunteer wanted job advert on page 8 to start 
thinking about how charities work and how we can contribute.
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Further activities and lesson plans around saving and managing money 

for younger pupils can be found at www.pfeg.org/FunToSave and for 

older pupils check out www.pfeg.org/SavingSquad 

Ask pupils to consider a particular sum of money (e.g. £10, £25 etc) and 

ask them what they would do with it – how much of it would they spend, 

or save or share and why?

TIP: Set a whole school saving challenge for My Money Week – what can 

they save – it doesn’t have to be money it could be other resources e.g. 

recycling, or saving energy by turning off lights or walking to school. How 

much have they saved at the end of the week? 

The downloadable teaching resource Drip Drip Drip allows your pupils 

to see the true value of water and the impact that efficient water use can 

also have on our money and can be found at www.pfeg.org/DripDripDrip 

Involve the pupils in an opinion activity discussing attitudes towards 

money and are they spenders or a savers.

TIP: Use the Dr Poundsenpence letters on pages 9-10 as a starting 

point for discussion.

Should young people 
be made to save?
This is an editorial article designed to prompt discussion and 
encourage differing viewpoints from the pupils.

Ask pupils to discuss the idea of the ‘spend, save, share’ rule and 
then write a letter to the editor summarising their thoughts. The 
objective is for the pupils to explain their reasons for agreeing, or 
not agreeing as the case may be, with the editors comments.

TIP: Invite some visitors from a local bank/building society or 
a credit union in to school to talk to pupils about saving money.

Younger pupils could plan their own short term saving goals, and decide 
how best to keep their money safe whilst they are saving.

Older pupils could discuss the benefits of saving money for longer 
term goals and use their ideas to write a letter to a friend suggesting 
ways they can save. They could also design a top tips saving guide 
for younger children. 
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Is Olympic gold 

all it seems?
Use this article to explore the idea of ‘value’ with 

pupils. Are things always what they seem and what 

factors influence how we place a value on things? 

Ask pupils to discuss why gold medals aren’t really 

gold and whether they think they should be? Is an 

Olympic medal worth more than its actual value in 

terms of prestige, memories, national pride etc.? 

What is it that pupils value?

Older pupils can calculate how much money 

(approximately) could be generated from ticket 

sales. About 7.5 million tickets will be issued for 

the 2016 Olympics and approximately 3.8 million 

of these will be available for 70 Brazilian reals 

(approx. £13) or less. The cheapest ticket will be 

priced at 40 Brazilian reals (approx. £7.50). 

TIP: Use the Rio Olympics website for more

information www.rio2016.com/en/olympic-games

Task pupils to research the cost of participating in 
local sports activities, you could take inspiration 
from some of the 42 different Olympic sporting 
events, and create a school Olympics Sports wall 
display using their research.

Older pupils could plan what they could do on a 
specific budget ranging from zero to £100. Or they 
could even plan a school Olympic event for pupils 
and parents, thinking about how much this would 
cost to hold including venue, equipment, prizes, 
refreshments etc.

TIP: Further money activities linked to sport 
can be found in the Premiership Rugby resource 
Tackling Numbers www.pfeg.org/TacklingNumbers
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Sugar tax – what 
will it cost us?
There has been much public debate during early 2016 about implementing 
a sugar tax. This short piece can be used to engage pupils in a discussion 
about the costs and benefits of sugar tax. Do they think a sugar tax 
would be fair? What impact would it have on the things they buy? 

Pupils could carry out a survey amongst their friends and family posing the 
question ‘do they think a sugar tax is a good idea?’ What do the results 
show? Using the results of the survey pupils could write an article for the 
school newsletter or local newspaper.

Pupils could create a leaflet or poster for parents and children showing how 
much sugar there is in certain popular foods – can they suggest healthier 
alternatives which perhaps save them money?

TIP: Invite a health professional in to talk about the impact of sugar on 
our health, what can we do to help ourselves?

Summer Fun Facts

Use the Summer Fun Facts box on page 6 to think about how much 

parents or carers might be paying for activities and trips to occupy the 

summer months. Ask pupils to discuss why sometimes we must make 

choices about what we can and can’t afford to do.

Challenge the pupils to plan their own summer trip – this could be a 

holiday away from home, visiting friends or staying in a hotel/apartment, 

a weekend city break or a day trip to a local attraction or the seaside. 

Set a budget and ask them to plan where they will go and how they will 

get there. Alternatively they could plan and make a picnic lunch for a set 

budget and perhaps invite their parents to join them for a fun afternoon 

of activities at the end of term.

Younger pupils could research and compare the prices of different local 

attractions, find out how much it costs to go to the local theme park, the 

seaside or a museum. They could also carry out a survey to find out which 

is the most popular day out.

Invite the pupils to discuss how they could help reduce costs and make 

the most of the money available when they go on holiday.

TIP: A lesson plan and activities for younger children around planning a trip 

to a theme park can be found at www.pfeg.org/ThemePark 
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Have you got your 

pet covered?
Use this article to introduce pupils to the concept 

of insurance and protecting ourselves against 

unforeseen events. Managing our money 

involves a degree of risk, taking out insurance 

is one choice we can make to mitigate potential 

risky events. 

Share ideas about what we can insure and 

why we might want/need to use insurance. Pet 

insurance is one type of insurance that pupils 

of this age can relate to; they may have had 

experience of taking pets to the vet etc. 

Pet insurance is not compulsory but other types 

of nsurance are, e.g. car insurance. Ask the 

pupils why might this be? How do you make a 

choice about whether to pay for insurance or 

not and what else might you do instead? How 

much would the insurance cost? How much 

would a replacement item or gadget cost? What 

happens when a disaster strikes?

Younger pupils could create a poster about the 

things you need to buy or pay for when keeping 

a pet and the responsibilities of being a pet 

owner. Older pupils could research how much it 

costs to look after a dog, a cat or a rabbit each 

year, including feeding, vet bills and insurance.

Job Adverts
The job adverts can all be linked to other 
pieces in the newspaper – they offer a range of 
opportunities from jobs which pupils might do 
whilst still at school to earn their own money 
and supplement pocket money, through to part-
time jobs which might be a possibility when they 
are slightly older and studying at college etc. 
There is also a volunteer role which will allow 
them to think about giving their time to help 
others rather than as a means to earn money.

Ask the pupils to think about the skills and 
knowledge that will be needed to do each of the 
jobs and to think about the personal qualities they 
might need. The adverts can be used to prompt 
discussion around why we need to work, and the 
link between level of pay and qualifications.

Ask pupils to write their own job adverts for 
something they would like to do, or for one of 
the jobs mentioned in the article about space 
travel and the future. 

TIP: Check out the primary classroom 
activity demo on Jobs and Salaries 
for further ideas to extend learning 
www.pfeg.org/PrimaryTrainingJobs&Salaries 

page

7
of the  

newspaper

page

8
of the  

newspaper

My Money Weekly • Primary Edition • Jobs

Page 8

www.pfeg.org/MyMoneyWeek

We are looking for a dog walker for our 3 year old Westie Terrier, needed Monday to Friday for 1 hour each day. £15 per week.
You must be over 12 years of age and be a reliable person. Some experience of walking/ looking after dogs would be an advantage.If you are interested, please contact Debbie on 0111 968 246.

Part-time waiter/waitress
Cherry Café is now recruiting for part time waiting staff.
• Are you over 16?
• Do you like working with people?•  Are you friendly, hardworking and responsible?

If so then you could be the ideal person to join our team.

12 hours per week/£3.87 per hour.
Please contact Danielle Green – dgreen@cherrycafe.co.uk

We are looking for a fit and able person to deliver local newspapers in the following areas – N4, N8, N12. 
Paper round delivery every Friday @ £25 per month.
You must be over 12 years of age and reliable. 
Please contact Andrew on 020 1467 7777

PART-TIME SHOP 
ASSISTANT

Greg’s Groceries is seeking a part time shop assistant.
You must be over 16 and prepared to work flexible hours including weekends. You must be energetic, hardworking and enjoy working as part of a team.

22 hours per week/£3.87 per hour.

If you would like to join our team please contact Neil Williams – neil@gregsgroceries.co.uk

Sunny Town Foodbank is looking for volunteers to help support the work of the foodbank – we distribute food to those most in need.
You will help sort donations of food, ensure that stock is rotated efficiently and help select and pack food parcels for clients.

If you have 2 to 3 hours to give each week and would like to support our work and help others then please contact Amy Grange on 01898 454545

Bob’s Cars is a busy car sales business, we are looking for a reliable and hardworking person to clean cars on a Saturday.You must be 14 years or over. Full training will be provided.
Hours – 9.00 – 17.00. £25.00If you are interested please contact  Bob at bob@bobscars.com

CREW MEMBER BOB’S
CARS

DOG WALKER 
WANTED

DELIVERY 
PERSON 
FOR LOCAL 
NEWSPAPER

Cherry Café



www.pfeg.org/MyMoneyWeek

9

Problem page
Read the letters with the pupils or ask them to read them 

together in small groups, discuss what advice they would 

give and then ask them to write their own response to  

the problem. Ask the pupils to share their answers, and 

then reveal the given replies; are their replies similar to the 

ones given? Would they change their advice having read the 

given replies?

Younger pupils could role-play the situations to identify what 

decisions need to be made or having read and discussed the 

letters they could create their own money problem scenarios 

and role-play them to the class.

Older pupils could develop their own money problem letters 

and then swap them with another group for advice.

Puzzles
All the puzzles have a money focus and, as well as being fun in their own right, may provide a springboard to investigating further aspects of personal finance. For instance pupils could make up their own price tags and money cards or you could extend learning through writing shopping lists and finding the cheapest place to buy the items. The café bill could be extended into budgeting, pricing of food, home cooked meals versus shop bought, and value for money.

The financial terminology within the Word search links financial concepts raised in the articles in the newspaper.

My Money Weekly • Primary Edition • Puzzles
Page 12
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Wordsearch t T a c r o i t t s r v

s e e h i e o s e l a c

o t c e r v t e a l a s

c p n a y i s r u s g a

e i a p a s a e h a i v

b e r r d n l t d e v e

a c u e y e a n j w e t

n e s v a p r i o d e e

k r n o p x y r b n a l

e a i c i e r n s e r l

e t a x i o t n s p n a

o a r r b o t n e s l w

bank
save
interest
cover
expensive

cash
tax
payday
salary
insurance

cost
wallet
borrow
spend
jobs
earn
give
cheap
value
receipt

Café 
conundrum
Work out the final bill for 

the restaurant. 

Can you spot the mistakes?

If you left a 10% tip how much 

would it be?

1 Chocolate milkshake 2.25

2 x Cokes @ 1.30 2.70

1 tea 1.45

1 Sausage and mash 4.45

1 Chicken nuggets and chips 3.75

2 x Lasagne @ 4.95 9.60

3x chocolate muffins @ 1.15 3.60

1 icecream 1.95

My Money Weekly • Primary Edition • Puzzles

Page 11
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Can you match the correct money card to buy each item?

2

4

1

A

c

3

13p

19p 38p

8p

b

d
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Dear Dr Poundsenpence

My mum has agreed to give me 
pocket money regularly but has said 
I must help out with some chores 
around the house. I don’t think this 
is fair, after all I’m still a child and 
shouldn’t have to work! What should 
I do?
Sunil (Age 7), Dover

My Money Weekly • Primary Edition • Dr Poundsenpence’s Problem Page
Page 9

More Dr Poundsenpence’s Problem Page on the next page...

Once again Dr Poundsenpence sorts through your replies to your fellow 

readers’ money worries and presents some of the best (and worst) replies

www.pfeg.org/MyMoneyWeek

Answer:

Dear Sunil

I agree you shouldn’t have to 

do chores to get your pocket 

money, tell your mum that you 

are just a child and it’s not 

right to ask you. I bet your 

friends don’t have to do this, 

why don’t you tell her that too. 

Melissa (Age 9), London

B
Answer:

Dear Sunil

We all have to do jobs aro
und 

the house, maybe this is 
how 

your mum is trying to en
courage 

you to help out. Agree with 

your mum which chores y
ou do 

for your pocket money.

Rafiki (Age 6), Bristol

A Answer:

Dear Sunil

I have to help out for my 

pocket money but my mum 

pays me more for extra jobs 

I do. This means I can earn 

more pocket money each week 

if I want to. I know I’ll have 

to work when I get older 

to earn money so it’s good 

practice, and it helps me save 

up for things I want.

Amrit (Age 10), Newcastle

C

Dear Dr Poundsenpence 

I want to open a savings 
account so that I can start 
saving money for when I’m 
older. There are so many 
accounts available I’m not sure 
which one will be best for me. 
Can you help?

Inez (Age 10), Leeds

My Money Weekly • Primary Edition • Dr Poundsenpence’s Problem Page
Page 10
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Answer:
Dear Inez
I think its mad to be thinking about saving now – you are only young once, just spend what you’ve got on the things you want and having a nice time. I never save and it doesn’t bother me!

Eddie (Age7), 
Peterborough

B
Answer:
Dear Inez

I like saving my money too, 
it means I can save up for 
something big and not waste 
my money on stupid stuff! 
I just save my money in a 
money box at home, that 
way I can count it regularly 
and see how much I’ve got.
Jameelah (Age 6), Leciester

A
Answer:
Dear Inez
I opened a savings account last 
year. I visited several banks and 
building societies and picked up 
leaflets for children’s savings 
accounts. I also used one of the 
comparison sites on the internet. 
Chose an account that gives the 
highest amount of interest but 
you need to check if you can 
take money out when you need 
it without losing interest. Also it’s 
good to save it somewhere that 
has a local branch to you, that way 
you can go in and talk to someone 
about your money if you need to.
Andreas (Age 11), Exeter 

C
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Wordsearch
ANSWERS

The answers are revealed here

Café Conundrum
ANSWERS

The corrections to the bill are shown in red.

the final bill should be £29.80
and the 10% tip would be £2.98

Matching Pairs
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card

2
card

A = card

4
card

b = card

1
card

c = card

3
card

d =

1 Chocolate milkshake	 2.25
2 x Cokes @ 1.30	 2.60
1 tea	 1.45
1 Sausage and mash	 4.45
1 Chicken nuggets and chips	 3.75
2 x Lasagne @ 4.95	 9.90
3x chocolate muffins @ 1.15	 3.45
1 icecream	 1.95
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Quality Mark
The Quality Mark is an accreditation system for financial education resources 
that have been created for use with children and young people. It is awarded 
to resources that support high quality teaching and learning about money.

It gives those delivering financial education the confidence that the materials 
they are using are of the highest educational value and contain accurate 
and up-to-date for young people. To date, more than 120 resources have 
been awarded the Quality Mark, with many being re-awarded after the initial 
assessment. To get in touch email qualitymark@pfeg.org or call 020 7330 
9470. To find out out more go to www.pfeg.org/pfeg-quality-mark 

Money Matters - Teacher CPD Training

As well as our remote support and advice, we can offer face to face training in your school or local 

authority to equip teachers with the tools and resources to teach quality financial education. It 

doesn’t matter whether you are new to financial education or not – our expert consultants can adapt 

the sessions to your teams’ needs. www.pfeg.org/services/money-matters-cpd-training 

pfeg (Part of Young Enterprise) offers a range of free advice and 
expertise about financial education such as the following services:

ASKpfeg
ASKpfeg is a free support service, offering advice and guidance to those 

who are teaching children and young people about any aspect of financial 

education. To get in touch email ASKpfeg@pfeg.org or call on 0300 6660 

127 and we will get back to you with practical information and ideas within 

two working days. www.pfeg.org/ASKpfeg

Visit the resources section of our website for lots more videos, case studies, resources, 

and guidance to help teach financial education. www.pfeg.org/resources 

& resources
Further support



About pfeg (part of Young Enterprise)

pfeg is part of Young Enterprise, and together we are the UK’s leading charity that empowers young 

people to harness their personal and business skills. We are here to help those teaching young 

people about money, empowering them to develop financial skills in preparation for work and life. 

Young Enterprise and pfeg work directly with young people, their teachers and parents, businesses 

and influencers to build a successful and sustainable future for all young people and society at 

large. Through our hands-on employability and financial education programmes, resources and 

teacher training, we want to eradicate youth unemployment, help young people realise their 

potential beyond education and empower a generation to learn, to work and to live. Our mission is 

to empower young people to discover, develop and celebrate their skills and potential.


